
 

  
 

PRESS COMMUNICATION FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE -   31 October 2022 

Memorandum of Diaspora Congolese women denouncing international crimes 

committed in the D.R.Congo and the wars that are dehumanising local populations 

 

Recalling the UN Security Council Resolutions 1325 and 1889/1889 on Women Peace and 

Security, we strongly denounce as well as vigorously condemned the on-going international crimes, 

instability and dehumanisation caused by proxy armed conflicts waging in the D.R.Congo.  

 

The crimes committed in the D.R.Congo, particularly in the East of the country,  since 1997, breach 

Article 6, 7, 8 of the Rome Statute defined as crimes of genocide, crimes against humanity, on 

sexual violence,  on the persecution and forced displacement; and war crimes. There are several 

misrepresentations and misleading information regarding the crisis in the D.R.Congo, which has 

never recovered since United Nations Security Council Resolution 929 “Operation Turquoise” 

imposed on the innocent Congo populations, in the aftermath of the 1994 Rwandan Genocide of 

Tutsi and Hutu who killed each other instead of respecting the 1993 Arusha Peace Agreement. 

 

Since 1999, a UN Peacekeeping Mission (MONUC /MONUSCO) has been in the DRCongo. This 

is one of the largest and most costly UN Security Council peacekeeping missions, in the world, with 

an annual budget of around $1 billion (€1 billion). An estimated 120 armed groups are reported to 

be active in eastern Congo and funded by Multinational Corporations, illegally trading in natural 

resources in breach of OECD guidelines and in total international impunity.  

 

Following the recent and clear statement, astonishingly made in September 2022, by the UN 

Secretary-General António Guterres who said “that the UN is not able to beat an armed group called 

the M23, as this group is a modern army with heavy equipment that is more advanced than the 

equipment of the current UN peace keeping mission in the DRC –MONUSCO”; many grassroots 

Congolese people understand why the UN peacekeeping missions- particularly the MONUSCO has 

been ineffective in the D.R.Congo. If the UN cannot eradicate or neutralize local armed groups to 

stop their actions, this plainly indicates that the UN Security Council has clearly failed its Chapter 7 

responsibility to protect Congolese civilians since 1999, has the UN has thoroughly demonstrated 

that it has no powers to enforce and maintain peace necessary for lives in the east of the DRCongo.  

After 23 years, the UN Peacekeeping mission (MONUC/MONUSCO) has become a security hazard 

to Congolese civilians. The 5 UN Security Council permanent members are benefiting from 

incomes /taxes generated by Multinational Corporations based in the USA- EU-UK, China and 

Russia, from the illegal trade in natural resources through imposed the militarisation and 

dehumanisation of the D.R.Congo. If there is No War, there will be no illegal access to natural 

resources, No Jobs for UN agencies, No Income generated for UN SC permanent Members. 

Sadly, on the 29th October 2022, similarly to what had previously happened in 2008, the Eastern 

DRCongo small town of Kiwanja, the most important in the Rutshuru territory, fell into the hands 

of the vicious armed group M23 similar to the CNDP - ADF, mostly made of foreign attackers, 

backed by Rwanda and Uganda; both countries are supported by the USA -UK-EU Military 

Industrial Complex and NATO. Traumatised by decade of multiple violence and deaths, from 

armed conflicts, Congolese civilian populations have been completely forgotten and abandoned by 

those who have the international as well as national responsibility and sworn to protect them. 



 

  
 

 

The legitimisation of armed violence has become the only accessible route to 

power in the Great Lakes Region of Africa. Sadly the key regional institutions such as the African 

Union, the SADC, the EAC and the CEEAC are powerless in addressing oppressive and illegal 

regimes in Rwanda and Uganda as well as D.R.Congo, where Multinationals Corporations and 

armed groups are striving to benefit from wars, exploitation and crimes, including sexual violence! 

 

We denounce the USA, EU and UK’s double standard rallies to promote so called democracy 

worldwide while supporting oppressive regimes in African nations such as the illegal/illegitimate 

regimes D.R.Congo, Uganda and Rwanda to control resources of the Great Lakes Region of Africa. 

 

We call for all armed groups commanders to be held to account for the Violence and Killings. 
We demand the accountability of the five permanents members of U.N Security Council for the 1994 

UN SC Operation Turquoise21 and to demonstrate a political will to end the armed conflicts in the Great 

Lakes Region of Africa, by organising effective Inter-Rwandan and Inter-Ugandan dialogues necessary 

for peace, security, good governance, economic development and stability in the region. 
 

 We call for an end to the legitimisation of armed violence as the only accessible route to 

power in the Great Lakes Region of Africa. We call for increased international efforts to promote 

regimes that will build strong institutions to end impunity for perpetrators of violence against 

civilians including rape of women in the D.R.Congo. 

 

We call for effective international sanctions to force that Multinational Companies buying minerals 

or other natural resources, illegally or legally, imported from the D.R.Congo should carry out due 

diligence to set international standards to ensure they aren’t supporting armed groups and 

oppressive regimes through their purchases. 

 
It is time for moral reason and human dignity to prevail over financial profits and injustice to enable 

restoration of peace, human rights, human development and sustainable environment in the D.R.Congo. 

 

In peace and Solidarity, 

 

Diaspora Congolese Women immigrants, refugees and asylum seekers from Belgium, 

Canada, France, South Africa, United Kingdom and United States of America. 
Our existence begins to end the day we become silent about things that matter for humanity. As long as injustice will 

continue to constitute the “international agenda and policies”, resistance will continue to be the duties of Congolese 

populations in the DRCongo and the diaspora. 

 

References : 
 
1. UNSC RES 1325 / 1888 / 1889 : https://peacemaker.un.org/wps/normative-frameworks/un-security-council-resolutions  

2. IRC. Crisis Watch: Special Report: D.R.Congo. Forgotten Crisis. 2006-2007: Congo Mortality survey. http://www.theirc.org/resources/2007/2006-

7_congomortalitysurvey.pdf 
3. The War Within the War. Sexual Violence Against Women and Girls in Eastern Congo. HRW 2002.http://www.hrw.org/reports/2002/drc/ . Yakin 

Ertürk. UN Special Report on Violence Against Women, report of 27 March 2006: E/CN.4/2006/61/Add.1 ] 

4. How the DRC became the battleground of a proxy war over precious resources 
 https://www.ft.com/content/26125730-3113-4946-982a-989e2acbe472 

5. Congo crisis in focus at UN General Assembly   

     La crise congolaise au centre de l'Assemblée générale de l'ONU 
 https://www.dw.com/en/congo-crisis-in-focus-at-un-general-assembly/a-63196552  

6. Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court. http://untreaty.un.org/cod/icc/index.html 

https://peacemaker.un.org/wps/normative-frameworks/un-security-council-resolutions
https://www.ft.com/content/26125730-3113-4946-982a-989e2acbe472
https://www.dw.com/en/congo-crisis-in-focus-at-un-general-assembly/a-63196552
http://untreaty.un.org/cod/icc/index.html


 

  
 

7. Killings in Kiwanja :The UN's Inability to Protect Civilians 
 https://www.hrw.org/report/2008/12/11/killings-kiwanja/uns-inability-protect-civilians 

8. Why Did Washington Let a Stolen Election Stand in the Congo?  https://foreignpolicy.com/2021/04/28/washington-congo-drc-stolen-election-

biden-democracy-diplomacy-state-department/ 
9. Faced with a Gun, What Can You Do? Global Witness, July 2009, http://www.globalwitness.org/library/global-witnessreport- 

faced-gun-what-can-you-do The hill belongs to them : the need for international action on Congo’s conflict mineral trade, Global Witness, December 

2010. 
10. RDC : minerais de sang, plus d’exploitation minière illégale plus de guerre, Kongotimes, 21 September 2010. 

11. 2012 (November 15). Final report of the Group of Experts on the Democratic Republic of the Congo. http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/un-

documents/democratic-republic-of-the-congo/ 
12. 2010 (March)."Mapping Project" report of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights on the 

DRC.http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/pdfid/4d8b45432.pdf. or http://www.friendsofthecongo.org/pdf/mapping_report_en.pdf 

13. Denis Mukengere Mukwege, Cathy Nangini (2009).Rape with Extreme Violence: The New Pathology in South Kivu, Democratic Republic of 
Congo. PloS Medecine. 

http://www.plosmedicine.org/article/info:doi%2F10.1371%2Fjournal.pmed.1000204 

14. 2008. Final Report of the UN Group of Experts on the Democratic Republic of Congo Pursuant to Resolution 1857, listing Thaisarco, Afrimex 
and other companies buying minerals from armed groups at http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/2009/603. 

15. 2005. UN SC Resolution 1756 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/docs.asp?Topic=Democratic+Republic+of+the+Congo&Type=Resolution 
16. Lutundula Report. (2006). DRC National Assembly commission report led by parliamentarian Christophe Lutundula, on its investigations into 

mining and other business contracts that rebels and government authorities signed between 1996 and 2003. 

 http://www.raid-uk.org/news/lutundula_report.htm or http://www.raiduk. 
org/docs/Lutundula/Unofficial_Translation.pdf 

17. 2004. UN SC Resolution 1533 http://www.un.org/apps/news/docs.asp?Topic=Democratic+Republic+of+the+Congo&Type=Resolution 

18. 2002. Final Report of the Panel of Experts on the Illegal Exploitation of Natural Resources and Other Forms of Wealth of the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, Security Council, 2002 at http://daccess-ddsny. 

un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N02/621/79/PDF/N0262179.pdf? 

19. 1994 Gersony report. http://www.whale.to/b/gersony_report.html or 
http://www.southernafricalitigationcentre.org/2000/09/20/gersony-report-1994/ 

20. 2013 (February). Peace, Security and Cooperation Framework for DRC and the region signed in Addis Ababa. 

http://www.peaceau.org/en/topic/peace-security-and-cooperation-framework-for-drc-and-the-region-signed-in-addis-ababa 
21. 1994. Opération Turquoise United Nations Security Council Resolution 929 http://daccess-ddsny. 

un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N94/260/27/PDF/N9426027.pdf?OpenElement 

22: October 30, 2019. Rwanda, the Truth About Operation Turquoise: When the Archives Speak Paperback – Ledger. 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Rwanda-v%C3%A9rit%C3%A9-sur-lop%C3%A9ration-Turquoise/dp/2810009171  

21 b.Arusha Accord (1993) https://peaceaccords.nd.edu/accord/arusha-accord-4-august-1993  

23. OECD Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises, OECD: http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/56/36/1922428.pdf. 
24. OECD Due Diligence Guidelines for Responsible Supply Chains of Minerals from Conflict-Affected and High-Risk Areas, 

OCDE (2010) at http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/62/30/46740847.pdf.  

25. 2019. The World shouldn't recognise Congo's stolen elections:  
 https://www.economist.com/leaders/2019/01/26/the-world-should-not-recognise-congos-stolen-election                                       

26. Rwanda:-Paul Kagame the darling Tyrant of the USA and UK 
https://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2014/02/rwanda-paul-kagame-americas-darling-tyrant-103963/ 

27. July2022 — Rwanda's Tyrant leader, who has been in power for two decades, has said he would consider remaining in office for another 20 years. 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-62105226 
28.Several conservative MPs and UK activists visited Kagame after the latter won elections by nearly 99% on August 4, 2017. 

https://medium.com/@david.himbara_27884/british-politicians-hopelessly-smitten-with-the-rwandan-dictator-paul-kagame-b0ee18e63a05 

29. 2014. Uganda: The General Challenges the Dictator. Helen Epstein 
https://www.nybooks.com/articles/2014/04/24/uganda-general-challenges-dictator/ 

30. 2021. President Yoweri Museveni has long been an important US ally and has stay in power for over 35 years: https://www.bbc.com/news/world-

africa-55550932 
31. 1998. Rwanda's military leader, Vice President Paul Kagame, admitted publicly its troops aids Congolese Rebels 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/politics/1998/11/07/rwanda-admits-its-troops-aid-congo-rebels/91e8eefe-24f3-4f60-b291-35615d88db21/ 

32. 1999  (Reuters) - Rwandan and Ugandan troops fought fierce street battles in the eastern Congolese city of Kisangani 
https://reliefweb.int/report/democratic-republic-congo/rwandan-ugandan-troops-battle-congo-city   

33. 2008. DR Congo: UN-mandated group finds evidence Rwanda, army aiding rival rebels  https://news.un.org/en/story/2008/12/285222 

34. 2013. Exclusive: Rwanda army officers aiding M23 rebels in Congo - U.N. experts https://www.reuters.com/article/us-congo-democratic-un-
idUSBRE95R0X720130628  

35. 2022. UN experts say Rwanda provided military support to M23 rebels in eastern Congo 

https://www.france24.com/en/africa/20220804-un-experts-say-rwanda-provided-military-support-to-m23-rebels-in-eastern-congo  

 

https://www.hrw.org/report/2008/12/11/killings-kiwanja/uns-inability-protect-civilians
https://foreignpolicy.com/2021/04/28/washington-congo-drc-stolen-election-biden-democracy-diplomacy-state-department/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2021/04/28/washington-congo-drc-stolen-election-biden-democracy-diplomacy-state-department/
http://daccess-ddsny/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Rwanda-v%C3%A9rit%C3%A9-sur-lop%C3%A9ration-Turquoise/dp/2810009171
https://peaceaccords.nd.edu/accord/arusha-accord-4-august-1993
http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/62/30/46740847.pdf
https://www.economist.com/leaders/2019/01/26/the-world-should-not-recognise-congos-stolen-election
https://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2014/02/rwanda-paul-kagame-americas-darling-tyrant-103963/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-62105226
https://medium.com/@david.himbara_27884/british-politicians-hopelessly-smitten-with-the-rwandan-dictator-paul-kagame-b0ee18e63a05
https://www.nybooks.com/articles/2014/04/24/uganda-general-challenges-dictator/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-55550932
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-55550932
https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/politics/1998/11/07/rwanda-admits-its-troops-aid-congo-rebels/91e8eefe-24f3-4f60-b291-35615d88db21/
https://reliefweb.int/report/democratic-republic-congo/rwandan-ugandan-troops-battle-congo-city
https://news.un.org/en/story/2008/12/285222
https://www.france24.com/en/africa/20220804-un-experts-say-rwanda-provided-military-support-to-m23-rebels-in-eastern-congo

